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eros in vel, volutpat nec pellentesque 
leo, temporibus scelerisque nec. Ac 
dolor ac adipiscing amet bibendum 
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nec, diam et, pharetra sodales eget, 
feugiat ullamcorper id tempor eget id 
vitae. Mauris pretium eget aliquet, lectus 

tincidunt. Porttitor mollis imperdiet 
libero senectus pulvinar. Etiam molestie 
mauris ligula eget laoreet, vehicula 

eleifend. Repellat orci eget erat et, sem 
cum, ultricies sollicitudin amet eleifend 
dolor nullam erat, malesuada est leo ac. 
Varius natoque turpis elementum est.

It’s been a busy year for the Thompsons

DONEC ARCU RISUS DIAM AMET 
SIT. CONGUE TORTOR CURSUS 
RISUS NISL, LUCTUS AUGUE

SKIING IN WHISTLER ELSIE’S BIRTHDAY CAMPING IN OREGON

Fifteen Years of Sharing His Light

On	   Wednesday	   evening,	   December	   12,	   2001,	   the	  
Queen’s	  Court	  Apartments	  erupted	  with	  machine-‐gun	  
fire.	  Four	  policemen	  were	  ambushed	  in	  a 	  coordinated	  
aEack	   involving	   mulGple	   gunmen	   armed	  with	   AK-‐47	  
rifles.	   	   [The	   only	   individual	  harmed	   in	   the	   shootout	  
was	   a	   small	   child	   who	   had	   stepped	   outside	   to	   see	  
what	  was	  going	  on.	  He	  was	  killed	  that	  night.]

Three	  days	  later,	  we	  delivered	  Angel	  Tree	  giPs	  to	  three	  
children	   living	   inside	   the	   apartment	   complex.	  
Although	  sGll	  aware	  of	   the	  recent	  violence,	  groups	  of	  
children	   cauGously	   gathered	   to	   see	   what	   giPs	   were	  
being	  delivered.	  It	  was 	  then	  that	  Christ	  convicted	  us	  to	  
share	   His	   love	   with	   all	   these	   children.	   “Permit	   the	  
children	  to	  come	  to	  Me.”	  Mark	  10:14

Four	   days	   later,	   we	   had	   a	   birthday	   party	   for	   Jesus.	  
Approximately	   70	   children	   and	   adults	   assembled	   in	  
the	  playground.	  We	  sang	  Christmas	  carols,	  heard	   the	  
Christmas	  story,	  and	   then	  each	  child	  received	  a	  snack	  
and	  a 	  hug	   from	  Jesus.	  Several	  giPs	  were	  delivered	  to	  
apartments	  where	  some	  children	  were	  sGll 	  too	  afraid	  
to	  come	  outside.	  Children	  played	  in	  the	  parking	  spaces	  
where	   only	   eight	   days	   earlier	   policemen	   returned	  
gunfire	  and	  scrambled	  for	  their	  lives.

As	   night	   fell,	  we	   lit	   candles 	  and	   began	   to	   sing	   Silent	  
Night.	   As	   the	   children	   disappeared	   into	   their	  
apartments,	  I	  remember	  thinking	  of	  the	  words 	  “Sleep	  
in	   heavenly	   peace.	   Sleep	   in	   heavenly	   peace”	   -‐	   the	  
peace	   that	   only	   Christ	   can	   give.	   “Merry	   Christmas,	  
ya’ll!	   Jesus	   loves	   you!”	   a	   liEle	   boy	   hollered	   as	   he	  
closed	  his	  door.	  BeauGful	  words	  in	  a	  dangerous	  place.	  	  
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LIGHT OF THE VILLAGE
S H A R I N G  C H R I S T ’ S  M E S S AG E  O F  FA I T H , H O P E  &  L OV E 

W I T H  T H E  I N N E R  C I T Y  O N E  P E R S O N  AT  A  T I M E

“JESUS SPOKE TO THE PEOPLE ONCE MORE AND 
SAID, ‘I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. IF YOU 
FOLLOW ME. YOU WON’T HAVE TO WALK IN 
DARKNESS, BECAUSE YOU WILL HAVE THE LIGHT 
THAT LEADS TO LIFE.’” JOHN 8:12

December	   20th	   marks 	   the	   15th	   anniversary	   of	  
Light	  of	  the	  Village.	   	  God	  gave	  Dolores	  and	  I	  the	  
idea	  to	   establish	  a 	  ministry	   inside 	  a	  dangerous	  
neighborhood	  a>er	  Prichard	  police 	  officers 	  were	  
ambushed	  at	   the	  Queens 	  Court	   Apartments	  on	  
December	  12,	  2001.	  	  

That	  event	  ignited	  a	  vision	  to	  share	  the 	  message	  
of	   Christ	   and	  bring	   His 	  faith,	   hope	  and	  love	  to	  
individuals,	   especially	   children,	   impacted	   by	  
poverty,	  crime,	  and	  violence.	  

Following,	   you’ll 	  find	   an	   excerpt	   from	   our	   very	  
first	  newsleNer	  as 	  well 	  as 	  tesOmonies 	  from	  some	  
of	  our	  kids	  and	  young	  adults.	  We 	  are	  grateful	  for	  
the	  last	  15	  years,	  and	  look	  forward	  to	  the	  future	  
as	  we	  conOnue	  to	  share	  His	  Light.	  
	   	   	   -‐	  John,	  Dolores,
	   	   	   	  	  &	  the	  LOV	  Team

Sleep in Heavenly Peace (originally published in December 2001 newsletter)

Our first Christmas party was in Queens court on 
December 16, 2001 following a police ambush in the 

apartment complex and death of a small child.

LOV’s First Summer Bible Camp in 2003
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INDIVIDUALS 
FOUND
EMPLOYMENT 95 INDIVIDUALS 

HAVE BEEN
BAPTIZED

550 KIDS ENROLLED IN 
OUR SUMMER BIBLE 
CAMPS THIS YEAR9 KIDS ATTENDED

OUR FIRST
SUMMER BIBLE CAMP

15 YEARS AT

“My favorite memory at LOV is 
the day I met John and Dlo.  I was 
scared to talk to them, and I 
remember thinking, ‘There is no 
way these white people could 
come help out in the hood,  and 
there’s no way I’m talking to 
them.’ But they didn’t give up on 
me.  They kept trying to get me to 
talk and to understand me. I think 
they’re still trying to understand 
me.  LOL.   John and Dlo and the 
LOV crew are like family to me.   
I’ve enjoyed building relationships 
with them and having people who 
care about and want to know 
more about my life. “

DACINO DEES

“What LOV means to me is 
home.  When you go there you 
get so much love no matter who 
you are. You could be a convict 
straight out of jail, new to the 
church, or have been there for 
years.  Personally, I feel like LOV is 
home to me because they have 
always been there for us when we 
needed them or talked to us 
whenever we wanted. I’ll never 
forget going to Mexico for the 
first time with LOV.  My first plane 
ride, to Mexico, was to help 
children in real need.  It was the 
greatest experience I could have.”

JESSE DARRINGTON

“I go to Liberty University which 
is a Christian college. Friday was 
the last day of my first semester, 
and my GPA is currently a 4.0. 
When I read reviews of the 
college online, I saw  that some 
peop le s t rugg led w i th the 
Christian aspect.  For me, 
however, it was a breeze. I owe 
that to Light of the Village.  You 
literally prepared me to be 
successful in college with Bible 
study and all your words of 
encouragement. I am eternally 
grateful.”

TAYLOR ELLIS

Taylor graduated from Vigor a semester 
early, married a young man in the Air 
Force, moved with him to Japan, and is now 
studying online at Liberty University.

Dacino has been working since age 15, living 
on his own since age 17, and is now an 
Entertainment Center Supervisor in Atmore. 
Dacino also serves with us in Mexico.

Jesse is currently a junior at Chickasaw 
High School where he plays basketball.  He 
has been with us to Mexico 3 times and 
serves as a TeenLeader each summer.
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212KIDS ARE NOW
IN OUR AFTER 
SCHOOL PROGRAMS 48OF OUR TEENS 

GRADUATED FROM 
HIGH SCHOOL 31OF OUR 

GRADUATES HAVE
GONE TO COLLEGE

HAVE GONE TO 
RESIDENTIAL 
REHAB 

ATTEND TEEN NIGHT 
FOR WORSHIP & 
BIBLE STUDY WEEKLY30 ADULTS 

HAVE 
EARNED A GED28145

“For the past 8 years of my life, 
I’ve been attending LOV.   I spent 
most days of the week at LOV as 
a kid.   When  I’m there I’m always 
smiling, and I’m always happy.  I’ve 
learned from LOV  to never give 
up and to keep pushing.  Where I 
stand now, I did it all because of 
LOV and the people at LOV.  I had 
the courage to fight and finish high 
school. My heart is filled with 
memories of my time there.  No 
one but God and me would 
understand how much love I have 
for LOV.  I just want to thank God 
for sending Mr. John and Mrs. 
Dolores to establish LOV.”

JOHNELL NORWOOD

“I have been going to LOV since I 
was five years old.  It’s like home. 
Whatever I need, you guys are 
there for my family and I.   I’ve met 
new people who are now like 
family, and we get closer and 
closer over the years.  I’m now 14 
years old, and I still attend LOV 
ministry.  I have so many 
memories fu l l o f love and 
happiness from LOV.  I just thank 
you guys for being there.”

MARIA MALONE

“LOV means a lot to me. They 
have helped me get my life on 
track.  LOV gave me a job when 
no one else would.  They helped 
me get the driver’s license that I 
thought I’d never get.  The people 
at LOV believed in me,  even when 
I didn’t believe in myself.  I’m so 
thankful Jesus put ya’ll in my life.”

MALCOLM NOBLES

Malcolm was one of our original Yard 
Dawgs, learning soft skills on the job.  He 
has since been employed by MCPSS but 
still serves with us every summer.

Johnell has been a TeenLeader every 
summer since age 13 and is dearly loved 
by our kids.  She now studies at Alabama 
Southern on a basketball scholarship.

Maria is a high school freshman. She 
worked her very first Summer Bible Camp 
with us this year and did an outstanding 
job.  Maria is also in JROTC at B.C. Rain.



SPREAD THE LIGHT!
• SPONSOR A HIGH SCHOOL 

SENIOR: $300 OR $25/MO

• SEND A TEENLEADER ON 
MISSION: $600 OR $50/MO

• PROVIDE ITEMS FOR AFTER 
SCHOOL PROGRAM: COPY 
PAPER, TONER, NOTEBOOK 
PAPER, BINDERS, NOTEBOOKS

• INVITE AN LOV REP TO SPEAK 
TO YOUR CHURCH OR 
ORGANIZATION

• COLLECT ITEMS FOR OUR 
MONTHLY FOOD GIVEAWAYS

• ORDER CANDLES OR HOST A 
CANDLE SALE

• PRAY FOR THIS MINISTRY

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
OF LIGHT OF THE VILLAGE!

       UPCOMING EVENTS

Jan. 17   After School Program Volunteer Training

	
 3:00-5:00pm @ Camp Faith (92 5th St, Chickasaw)

Jan. 19   After School Program Resumes on Tues. & Thurs.

	
 3:00-5:00pm @ LOV and Camp Faith	


Jan. 28  Charity Chase 5K Race on USA’s Campus

	
 Sign up now at www.thecharitychase.com!

Feb. 27-Mar. 3 Mardi Gras Break

	
 All programs cancelled

March 23  Annual Night in the Light Banquet

	
 Invitation to follow

Light of the Village Ministry

333 Baldwin Dr., Prichard, AL 36610    P.O. Box 1641, Bay Minette, AL 36507   john@lightofthevillage.org
(251) 680-4613  www.lightofthevillage.org 

NEW TEEN NIGHT IS GROWING
In the spring of this year, we 
decided to attempt a new program 
for our teens that would allow 
them to come together as a 
community of young believers to 
worship, pray, and study the Word 
each week.  We call this event  
Teen Night.  Every other week, the 
teens meet in small groups for 
discussion of the previous week’s 
lesson. 

Over the past year, we have 
enjoyed watching the students 
invite friends and grow the group, 
but even more exciting is hearing 
the truths God is teaching them 
during our  discussion time.  Please 
pray that the Lord continues to 
mature the faith of our teens and 
grow their desire to know Him 
more.

READING FOR SUCCESS
“We have no volunteers currently 
coming in to read with our children.” 
“For as long as I can remember, we’ve 
been on the failing schools list.” 
These are real concerns expressed 
by some of our local schools. In our 
community, the VAST majority of 
students read below grade level. If 
they can’t read, they can’t learn. If 
they can’t learn, they can’t succeed. 

LOV has committed to standing in 
the gap for our local schools and  
their children, coming alongside them 
in their reading practice. Twice a 
week we have the opportunity to 
read with students in their schools. 
Additionally, we get to reinforce 

reading at our after school program 
with small group, independent, and 
partner reading.  We are thrilled to 
see reading levels rising and children 
learning to love reading. 

Teens gather on Wednesday nights to 
worship, study the Word, and pray together.

mailto:john@lightofthevillage.org
mailto:john@lightofthevillage.org

